
Council of Presidents' Statement on Free Speech 

"As presidents of Virginia’s public colleges and universities, we unequivocally support free 

expression and viewpoint diversity on our campuses. Free expression is the fundamental basis 

for both academic freedom and for effective teaching and learning inside and outside the 

classroom. Our member universities and colleges are bound to uphold the First Amendment. We 

are committed to promoting this constitutional freedom through robust statements and policies 

that are formulated through shared governance processes and through actions that reflect and 

reinforce this core foundation of education. We value a scholarly environment that is supported 

by a diversity of research and intellectual perspectives among our faculty and staff. We pledge to 

promote and uphold inclusivity, academic freedom, free expression, and an environment that 

promotes civil discourse across differences. We will protect these principles when others seek to 

restrict them." 

 


